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City Council Meeting





 

October 17, 2011
City Council Chambers
Mayor Charles “Skip” Lee called a meeting of the Sterling City Council to order at 
6:30 pm on Monday, October 17, 2011.  Roll call.  Present:  Aldermen Barry Cox, Retha Elston, Linda Marley, Joe Martin, Lou Sotelo, and Amy Viering.  Absent:  None. 
Also present were City Attorney Ron Coplan, City Manager Scott Shumard, Management Intern Hadley Skeffington-Vos, Code Enforcement Officer Amanda Schmidt, Director of Financial Services Cindy Von Holten, Building and Zoning Services Coordinator Mike Wolber, Police Chief Ron Potthoff, and City Clerk Marie Rombouts.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

There was no communication from Visitors.

Alderman Cox made a motion to approve the items on the Consent Agenda, as follows:

1) City Council Minutes of October 3, 2011
2) Bills and Payroll totaling $684,331.27
3) Partial Pay Request #4 on the 2011 Street Project Contract #3 to Twin City Construction in the amount of $39,948.87
4) Partial Pay Request #5 for the West Third Street reconstruction project to Twin City Construction in the amount of $4,440.75

5) Final Pay Request for 2011 Sealcoating in the amount of $21,170.53

6) Partial Pay Request #1 for 2011 Street Projects Contract #4 to Twin City Construction in the amount of $26,166.78

The motion was seconded by Alderman Elston.  Alderman Elston announced that the neighbors on Broadway are very happy with the work being done by City crews.  Voting:  Ayes – All.  Nayes – None.  Motion carried.

Manager Shumard announced that Houseal Lavigne was unable to attend this evening’s meeting for the riverfront development presentation.
Joel Hopkins from Hopkins & Associates thanked the City for their first opportunity to complete the audit.  Hopkins reviewed the four main reports:  1) Independent audit opinion gave the City a clean bill of health, 2) No deficiencies exist in internal control, 3) A single audit was performed because of federal grants and 4) The City is in compliance with TIF District eligibility requirements.  Hopkins reported the City, overall, had favorable audit opinions.     
Alderman Viering made a motion to accept the annual audited financial statements for FY 2010/2011; seconded by Alderman Martin.  Alderman Viering thanked Cindy

Von Holten and staff for their work on the audit.  Voting:  Ayes – All.  Nayes – None.  Motion carried.

Alderman Viering made a motion to approve Resolution No. R2011-10-15 appropriating the sum of $291,597 as the City of Sterling’s share for reconstruction costs for the Illinois Route 40 bridge across the Rock River; seconded by Alderman Sotelo.  Alderman Cox asked which bridge railing was chosen.  Manager Shumard explained the decorative galvanized painted railing was chosen which the mid-range choice in cost was.  Because it is above the standard, the City will pay the cost difference.  Voting:  Ayes – All.  Nayes – None.  Motion carried.

Alderman Elston made a motion to approve Resolution No. R2011-10-16 approving plans and specifications as proposed by the State of Illinois for reconstruction of the Illinois Route 40 Bridge; seconded by Alderman Viering.  Voting:  Ayes – All.  Nayes – None.  Motion carried.

Alderman Marley made a motion to approve Agreement No. JN-2-12-002 for cost sharing between the State of Illinois and the City of Sterling on the Illinois Route 40 Bridge across the Rock River between Sterling and Rock Falls; seconded by Alderman Elston.  Manager Shumard explained the plans are to start the bridge in January 2012 and finish by November 2012.  The bridge will be down to two lanes of traffic.  The City’s share for the decorative railing and lighting is $291,597.  Shumard bartered with the state for repayment over the next five years.  Shumard also reported that only the garage next to the Lawrence Brothers building will be coming down.  Alderman Viering thanked Shumard for his diligence on this project.  Voting:  Ayes – All.  Nayes – None.  Motion carried.  

Alderman Martin made a motion to pass Ordinance No. 2011-10-17, Providing for the Submission to the Electors of the City of Sterling, Whiteside County, Illinois, the Question Whether the City Should Have the Authority under Public Act 096-0176 to Arrange for the Supply of Electricity for its Residential and Small Commercial Retail Customers Who Have Not Opted Out of Such Program; seconded by Alderman Sotelo.  Alderman Cox asked if residents have to opt out or they automatically go with the plan.  Manager Shumard explained that residents would be considered in the plan, unless they opt out or are currently under another contract.  When their residential contract expires, they would automatically be under the new plan.  Shumard explained that Commonwealth Edison would prefer to just transmit electricity, not supply electricity.  Mayor Lee explained that the Illinois Municipal League supports municipal aggregation.  Shumard explained that the City negotiates the contract and if a supplier cannot save the residents money, no contract would be signed.  Alderman Sotelo asked who would be responsible for power line repairs.  Manager Shumard stated Commonwealth Edison would be responsible as the transmitting agency.  Alderman Elston asked the definition of small commercial customers.  Manager Shumard stated he would have to get that definition clarified.    

Voting on Ordinance No. 2011-10-17:  Ayes – Aldermen Elston, Marley, Martin, Sotelo, and Viering.  Nayes – Alderman Cox.  Motion carried.
Attorney Coplan reported that on November 3, 2011 an order should be issued for a judicial deed on the Lawrence Brothers building.  The City will own the building.
Mike Wolber updated the Council on the NSP2 grant.  710 Avenue D is still available for sale.  308 West Seventh Street should be completed by the end of October.  Seven of the eight houses have been demolished preparing for new construction.  Demolition of 701 Locust should begin October 29.  Three foundations have been poured.  $1.4 million should be spent by January 29, 2012, which complies with HUD’s requirement of 50% spent by February 2012.  The HUD audit in August found the grant to be in compliance.  Wolber reported that applicants are needed to purchase these homes.  Alderman Viering thanked Mike Wolber for handling this grant.  
Alderman Elston reported neighbors on 13th Avenue were thrilled to see the eye sore demolished in their neighborhood. 

Manager Shumard reiterated the importance of applicants to purchase these homes.  Applications are available in the Code Enforcement Department.  Wolber stated there would be an open house soon for 308 West Seventh Street.  Wolber reminded everyone that each of these homes is equipped with new energy efficient appliances.  

Manager Shumard reported he would be meeting with Fehr Graham for a Brownfield grant and Matrix for the combined fire emergency study.  Shumard hopes to see Houseal Lavigne at the November 7 meeting.  Shumard stated that he, Hadley and Mayor Lee had attended an open house at Wahl Clipper for their addition.  Shumard was pleased to see this kind of development in Sterling.
Mayor Lee stated that it was great to see Wahl Clipper’s addition and see the company grow from 200 to 1200 employees through the years.  

With no further business to discuss, meeting adjourned at 7:14 pm.  
Marie Rombouts

City Clerk

