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City Council Meeting





 

November 7, 2011
City Council Chambers
Mayor Charles “Skip” Lee called a meeting of the Sterling City Council to order at 
6:30 pm on Monday, November 7, 2011.  Roll call.  Present:  Aldermen Barry Cox, Retha Elston, Linda Marley, Joe Martin, Lou Sotelo, and Amy Viering.  Absent:  None. 
Also present were City Attorney Ron Coplan, City Manager Scott Shumard, Code Enforcement Officer Amanda Schmidt, Director of Financial Services Cindy Von Holten, Interim Fire Chief Gary Cook, Police Lt. Tim Morgan, and City Clerk Marie Rombouts.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

There was no communication from Visitors.

Alderman Cox made a motion to approve the items on the Consent Agenda, as follows:

A) City Council Minutes of October 17, 2011
B) Bills and Payroll totaling $1,148,896.89
C) Resolution No. R2011-11-17 to close streets for the Seasonal Sights and Sounds parade on Friday, December 2, 2011

D) Resolution No. R2011-11-18 Providing for the Abatement of Certain Taxes Levied Against Real Property for General Obligation Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source) Series 2005 – Street Program in the amount of $166,942.50; 

E) Resolution No. 2011-11-19 Providing for the Abatement of Certain Taxes Levied Against Real Property for General Obligation Refunding Bonds (Tax Increment Financing/Sales Tax Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2010B in the amount of $438,150.00; 

F) Resolution No. 2011-11-20 Providing for the Abatement of Certain Taxes Levied Against Real Property for General Obligation Refunding Bonds (Sales Tax Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2010C – Lynn Boulevard and Oak Grove Roadway Construction project in the amount of $212,250.00; 

G) Resolution No. R2011-11-21 Abating the 2011 Tax Levy in the amount of $332,037.50 for the General Obligation Refunding Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2010A (Recovery Zone Facility Bonds);

H) Resolution No. R2011-11-22 Abating the 2011 Tax Levy in the amount of $268,910.00 for the Taxable General Obligation Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2010D (Recovery Zone Economic Development Bonds – Direct Payment)

The motion was seconded by Alderman Elston.  Voting:  Ayes – All.  Nayes – None.  Motion carried.

Police Sgt. Sarah Schmidt presented Mayor Lee with the Illinois Traffic Safety Challenge Awards, first place in the Municipal Category, 26 – 35 officers, and second place in the National Traffic Safety Challenge.  Lt. Morgan noted the work on these safety challenges has paid for itself by winning the 2011 Dodge Charger.
Alderman Elston made a motion to purchase one 2012 Chevrolet Tahoe from Sterling Chevrolet in the amount of $22,710, with the trade in of four older model vehicles; seconded by Alderman Viering.  Voting:  Ayes – All.  Nayes – None.  Motion carried.

Devin Lavigne of Houseal Lavigne stated the draft document of Downtown Riverfront Redevelopment Plan is available through the City’s website.  This document is the culmination of 18 months of work in the community, specifically the Riverfront Task Force.  Bill Grieve of Gewalt Hamilton Associates worked with Houseal Lavigne to create traffic patterns to make the riverfront more accessible.  Lavigne confirmed the importance of this plan in future planning in the community.   
Alderman Viering made a motion to refer the Downtown Riverfront Redevelopment Plan to the Plan Commission for a public hearing; seconded by Alderman Elston.  Voting:  Ayes – All.  Nayes – None.  Motion carried.

Alderman Viering made a motion to approve the agreement extending employee sharing of Rock Falls Deputy Fire Chief Gary Cook as Interim Fire Chief for the City of Sterling and authorize the Mayor to enter into said agreement; seconded by Alderman Sotelo.  Manager Shumard noted there is a 3% increase over last year but it is still a good deal for both communities.  Voting:  Ayes – All.  Nayes – None.  Motion carried.

Alderman Elston made a motion to direct the City Attorney to draft an ordinance declaring the following property as surplus:
· 1988 Chevrolet pick-up truck

· 1998 International dump truck

· 1987 Chevrolet pumper truck

· Reclining chairs

· Fire alarm boxes

· 2 leather chairs

· Stadium seating

· HP 500PS Plotter

The motion was seconded by Alderman Martin.  Voting:  Ayes – All.  Nayes – None.  Motion carried.  

Attorney Ron Coplan announced that the Lawrence Building should be owned by the City tomorrow.

Manager Shumard reported that murals were a topic at the Managers’ meeting two weeks ago.  Shumard felt many communities would be envious of what Sterling has in place.  He encouraged community members to continue with our murals.  John Dillon started this project and it is a great one to continue.

Manager Shumard reported architects have been through the Lawrence Building to prepare an assessment.  Hopefully, a similar study can be done on the National building soon.
Manager Shumard stated the actuarial report on the pension plans has been submitted.  The pension requirements look better than in previous years and the tax levy increase should be less than five percent.
Alderman Elston stated that Mr. Clifton on Broadway is very happy to see the road work completed.

Alderman Sotelo thanked Houseal Lavigne for their work with the Riverfront Committee.

Alderman Viering thanked the Police Department for another safe Halloween.

Mayor Lee was grateful Rock Falls extended the contract with Sterling for the services of Interim Fire Chief Gary Gook.  Mayor Lee also reported that Congressman Bobby Schilling toured the new VA Clinic with him last week.  We are very excited to see the Clinic’s progress.

Manager Shumard reminded everyone of the Veteran’s Day celebration on Friday, November 11, at 11:00 am.
With no further business to discuss, meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm.  
Marie Rombouts

City Clerk

