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February 17, 2011

City Council Chambers

On Thursday, February 17, 2011, at 7:00 p.m., a regular meeting of the Plan Commission was called to order.  Roll Call.  Present:  Chair John Stauter, Tom Jensen, Mike Gill, Eric Larson, Mike Mellott, Margo Myers and Steve Munson.  Absent:  None.

Also present were City Planner Dustin Wolff, Building and Zoning Services Coordinator Mike Wolber, and City Clerk Marie Rombouts.

Eric Larson made a motion to approve the minutes from January 27, 2011, with the corrections on page 3 for a page reference and spelling; seconded by Mike Gill.  Voting:  Ayes – All.  Nayes – None.  Motion carried.

Mike Wolber stated there was no action from the City Council to report.

Planner Wolff referred to his memo regarding public comments received during the January 27, 2011 Public Hearing on the sign code.  He outlined changes that were suggested at the meeting for the Plan Commission to review:

· Eliminate predominantly white background signs, because of the glare and overflow of light onto neighboring properties, referred to on page 13, section (9).  This will exclude channel letters.  Eric Larson asked if complaints had been received on the white background signs.  Planner Wolff stated neighbors had commented on the sign but not actually complained.  Mike Wolber stated the signs are not as legible, glare can be reduced and they are not as aesthetically pleasing.  Majority of Commissioners agreed to eliminate predominantly white background signs.
· Signs with historic character in residential areas are acceptable and referred to in Section 102-265(b).  Unanimous agreement among Commissioners. 
· Neon signs are prohibited in the Central Business District only, except for neon “open” window signs.  Majority of Commissioners agreed.

· Page 19 (h) and (i) referring to temporary signs, references another code section and makes the time frames consistent.  Unanimous agreement among Commissioners.

Chair Stauter asked about the display of kites in the downtown.  Planner Wolff confirmed that displaying products is not considered a sign.

Steve Munson asked about delivery trucks parked on City right-of-way.  Planner Wolff stated they are prohibited unless the truck’s driver is engaged in business.  Mike Wolber stated this issue is complaint driven.  Planner Wolff noted this community polices itself well when a competitor is pushing the limit.  A truck would be considered a mobile sign, which is not permitted.  

Chair Stauter verified the percentage of signs permitted in windows.  Planner Wolff explained it depends on the business district.  A window sign has also been defined.  

Eric Larson asked about projecting signs.  Planner Wolff stated the code regulates how far it can hang out over the sidewalk.  Mike Wolber referenced page 15 (e) (2) that stated a sign must be 10’ above the sidewalk and can project no more than the lesser of 4’ or 2/3 of the distance of the sidewalk width over the public right-of-way.  Planner Wolff stated the size of the sign is based on the wall frontage and a certificate of insurance must be filed with the City of Sterling to indemnify the City from liability.

Mike Mellott reopened discussion on the predominantly white background signs.  Mellott agrees on the concept to eliminate the glare but wondered if the intensity of the light could be controlled.  Planner Wolff stated this would be a nightmare for enforcement.  Planner Wolff suggested that changeable copy signs be exempt.  Mellott referenced photos submitted in the packet and agreed that colored signs are easier to read and are more pleasant to look at.  Majority of Commissioners still agreed to eliminate predominantly white background signs.
Eric Larson made a motion to recommend to the City Council approval of the revised sign code ordinance; seconded by Margo Myers.  Voting:  Ayes – All.  Nayes – None.  Motion carried.
Chair Stauter stated the School District had asked to leave their petition on the table until they were ready to make their presentation.  

With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 7:43 p.m.  
Marie Rombouts

City Clerk
