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March 17, 2011

City Council Chambers

On Thursday, March 17, 2011, at 7:00 p.m., a regular meeting of the Plan Commission was called to order.  Roll Call.  Present:  Chair John Stauter, Tom Jensen, Mike Gill, and Eric Larson.  Absent:  Mike Mellott and Steve Munson.  City of Sterling staff has accepted a letter of resignation from Margo Myers.
Also present were City Planner Dustin Wolff, City Attorney Ron Coplan, Building and Zoning Services Coordinator Mike Wolber, and City Clerk Marie Rombouts.

Eric Larson made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 17, 2011 meeting; seconded by Mike Gill.  Voting:  Ayes – All.  Nayes – None.  Motion carried.

Mike Wolber reported on action from the City Council.  The sign code was approved as revised by the Plan Commission by a vote of 5 to 0.
Tom Jensen made a motion to raise from the table a petition from Sterling Public School District #5 to install directional signage on public rights-of-way; seconded by Mike Gill.  Voting:  Ayes – All.  Nayes – None.  Motion carried.
Tad Everett, Superintendent of Sterling Schools, reported that Sterling recently changed athletic conferences.  New communities will be trying to find the school.  The School’s Policy & Community Relations committee is looking at the possibility of directional signs to assist visitors.  The request has also been forwarded to IDOT for permission to erect the proposed signs on the state routes, including attaching some of them on IDOT traffic mast-arm structures.  The school would like these signs in place before next fall.  

Planner Wolff presented a memo regarding the signage.  The old sign code allows signs in the right-of-way and the new Code has not changed.  A Special Use Permit is required from the Plan Commission.  He stated that the number of signs requested by the school exceeds what other entities have previously erected.

Mike Wolber stated that Newman high school has two signs on public right-of-way, and there are several churches that have signs at only one location.  Signs have been five square feet or less.  An indemnification agreement is required by ordinance to be signed with the City to hold the City harmless and an insurance liability policy in the amount of $500,000 per sign must be in force.  

Planner Wolff understands the proposed signs are in school colors but does not know if the State may require the signs to be of another color since the established blue is used for informational signs for emergency services, such as a hospital.  Planner Wolff also recommends that the signs be limited to a maximum of five square feet and that only two signs be permitted.  

Chair Stauter asked who pays for the signs.  Mike Wolber explained that Public Works installs the signs and supplies the poles, then the entity would be billed for the installation.  The school would be responsible for the cost to replace signs, as well, in the future.

Chair Stauter was surprised for a request for directional signage when maps can be downloaded from the internet and a GPS is so common.  Tom Jensen noted the high school does look like a college campus and confuses visitors.  


Chair Stauter would like to see a limit on the signs because every entity will want more signage.

Mike Wolber feels IDOT will limit signs on state routes to two.  Tad Everett stated that if they were limited to two signs, they would like those signs on Route 40, north and south of LeFevre Road.  
Planner Wolff explained that IDOT will probably not permit signage on the traffic signals.

Tad Everett stated he would call IDOT and modify his application.

Eric Larson made a motion to recommend to the City Council approval of the petition from CUSD #5  as modified to two signs only, with a maximum size of five square feet with IDOT approval on Route 40, one north of LeFevre and one south of LeFevre; seconded by Mike Gill.  Voting:  Ayes – All.  Nayes – None.  Motion carried.  

Chair Stauter asked for more information on the petition to Whiteside County for a Special Use Permit at 3818 John Wayne Road.  Mike Wolber stated the petitioner was not present.  Petitioners, Martin Kapp and Ed Sensor, have a contract to purchase the Commonwealth Edison maintenance building contingent on this zoning request.  The petitioners would like to provide storage space with small businesses and outside rental space for up to six semis.  
Planner Wolff identified this area from the Comprehensive Plan as a mixed use of commercial and residential, a transitional zoning from East Lincolnway.  This property is 1000’ north of River Road.  Semi storage is not a transitional use and River Road was not constructed for heavy truck traffic.  

Tom Jensen made a motion to recommend to the City Council that a letter of objection to the modification of this Special Use Permit at 3818 John Wayne Road be sent to the Whiteside County Zoning office; seconded by Mike Gill.  Voting:  Ayes – All.  Nayes – None.  Motion carried.

Chair Stauter opened discussion on the petition from Matt and Toni Garland to subdivide their existing lot at 1902 Avenue D into two parcels.  
Matt Garland stated that the final plat has been submitted to divide their lot into two parcels.  They have someone interested in purchasing the northern lot.

Planner Wolff added no comments.  Mike Wolber stated that both lots meet the R-1 zoning regulations.  The second lot is set up for development with all utilities in place.  City staff has no objections.

Mike Gill made a motion to recommend to City Council the approval of the Final Plat for Garland’s Subdivision; seconded by Eric Larson.  Voting:  Ayes – All.  Nayes – None.  Motion carried.

Tom Jensen asked to have a place reserved on the end of next month’s agenda.

With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 7:42 p.m.  
Marie Rombouts

City Clerk
